
ERC - StG
My own experience (and some tips) 

Noelia Ferruz

Group Leader 

Centre for Genomic Regulation



2

My Career 
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Group Leader
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At the time of writing: 
20 papers


A group of 1 person (XD)


At the time of interview: 
24 papers


A group of 5-6 people

Funding >1.2M




May: I decided on one idea. Dropped it. Decided on a new idea in June.

Wrote it for computer science (PE6). Didn’t feel right. Rewrote it for LS9

Finished writing part B1 around late July (everyone had advised writing B2 first)

I asked around 10-12 people to read my part B1. 


Did start writing B2 until around late August/early September, but I had read the 
methods and everything was VERY clear in my mind.

Nobody read my part B2. (Felt bad asking to read something so long). Don’t be me!

The Writing 

Prepared submission for late September (due to baby coming). In the end I spent 
4-5 months full time on writing. I ended up having more time in October/November 
(and I could polish a lot)



Tip 1: Include a graphic abstract. Why not? 



Tip 2: Make figures consistent among themselves (palette) 

Tip 3: Block time for writing and put yourself an earlier deadline 



Good luck!


