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ERC Mission



What is European Research Council mission?
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The ERC, set up by the European Union in 2007, is the 
premier European funding organisation for excellent 
frontier research. 

The ERC is based on a simple idea: 
ERC supports the best researchers to work in Europe on 
their best ideas. 
The sole criterion for selection is scientific excellence.

• It funds creative researchers of any nationality 
and age, to run projects based across Europe.

• support investigator-driven frontier research 
across all fields, based on scientific excellence.

• Individual, innovative, ambitious, non-
incremental projects

• (High risk/high gain) frontier research in any 
scientific field

• Evaluation by scientists of high international 
profile

• Offers research staff independence, recognition
and visibility

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Offer long term grants (5 years) for scientists and scholars
Support individual researchers from all over the world regardless nationality, age and gender.
To High-risk/high gain pioneering projects in any field of frontier research.

Encourage the highest quality research in Europe






European Research Council: type of research

Frontier research: basic and applied research
• Multi- or interdisciplinary proposals which cross boundaries between different 

fields of research, or
• Pioneering proposals addressing new and emerging fields of research, or
• Proposals introducing unconventional, innovative approaches and scientific 

inventions.

ERC is PI centric: Principal Investigator is central to the project. They can be supported by 
as many “team members” as they need.

ERC ≠ HE, AEI and other funding agencies.
Must be very ambitious in risk and in scope.
***THINK BIG  **** OUT-OF-THE BOX **** DREAM***
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The Scientific Council (ScC)

The ERC Executive Agency (ERCEA)

Funding: Horizon Europe budget (2021-2027) Pilar I

What is European Research Council?

https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-executive-agency-ercea

https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-president-and-scientific-council

EUR 16 billion
ERC budget in Horizon Europe

17% 
of the entire

Horizon Europe budget

https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-president-and-scientific-council
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-executive-agency-ercea
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-president-and-scientific-council
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-executive-agency-ercea
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-president-and-scientific-council


ERC The Scientific Council

The Scientific Council is composed of 22
eminent scientists and scholars.

The members are appointed by the EC, on
the recommendations of an independent
Identification Committee.

The term of office of the members of the
Scientific Council is limited to 4 years,
renewable once.

The role of the ERC Scientific Council is to:
•Decide on a scientific strategy
•Monitor and control quality and 
performance
• Establish a communication strategy

Maria Leptin is the President of the ERC
since 1 November 2021, former Director
of EMBO (European Molecular Biology
Organization) March 2024

https://erc.europa.eu/erc_member/maria-leptin


ERC Advanced Grant funding scheme



ERC Advanced grant scheme 1/2

Grants up to 2.5€ million for 5 years

For established research leaders with a recognised
record of research achievements
Expected to be an active researcher and to have a track 
record of significant research achievements.

PI Commitment: >30%
Minimum 50% of PI working time in an EU Member Sate 
or Associated Country

No PhD or seniority experience needed
No restrictions based on age, gender, nationality, 
current location or current employment/contract status.

ADVANCED GRANTS 2024

*Amendment to the WP 2024: https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-05/WorkProgramme-updated.pdf

Additional budget (152M€) from the UK Association to Horizon Europe

Call identifier: ERC – 2024 - AdG
Call opens: 29 May 2024
Call deadline: 29 August 2024

Budget million EUR: 578 703*
Estimated number of grants: 237 285*

Planned dates to inform applicants after each step:
31 January 2025 (step 1); 13 June 2025 (step 2)

Indicative date for signature of grant agreements:
18 November 2025

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-05/WorkProgramme-updated.pdf


ERC Advanced grant scheme 2/2

Up to [2,5] million euros for 5 years + Additional funding up to 1M€
Awarded as a single lump sum contribution for the entirety of the project. 
For projects of shorter duration, the maximum amount of the grant is reduced pro rata 
temporis

+ Additional funding up to 1M€ when these are necessary to carry out the proposed
work:
• "start-up" costs for PIs moving to the EU or an Associated Country from

elsewhere as a consequence of receiving the ERC grant and/or
• the purchase of major equipment and/or
• access to large facilities and/or
• other major experimental and field work costs, excluding personnel costs.

All funding requested is assessed during evaluation.



The Host Institution (HI)

Any type of legal entity, private or public (universities, research centres, industry,… )
Based in one of the EU Member States, or one of the Associated Countries.
The PI does not necessarily need to be working at the Host Institution at the time when the 
proposal is submitted.
The HI is not an evaluation criteria, but a HI commitment letter is needed with the proposal.

Must host and engage the PI for the whole duration of the action
Must guarantee the PI scientific independence
Must provide research support and administrative assistance (if granted)

Signature of the Grant Agreement
Signature of a Supplementary Agreement with the PI

Gender Equality Plan
The organization must have a Gender Equality Plan (GEP) at the time of signing the grant 
agreement



ERC Guides – 3 essential documents 
Information for ApplicantsERC Work Programme Guide for Peer Reviewers

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-
2027/horizon/wp-call/2024/wp_horizon-erc-2024_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-
2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-
adg_en.pdf



ERC WP 2024 – main novelties

Evaluation of ERC grant proposals

Lump sums implementation for
ERC-Advanced Grant call

Panel re-organization

Evaluation

No prescriptive Principal Investigator profiles
CV and track record merged in a new template (4 pages)• Include up to 10 research outputs
Evaluation primarily focused on the research project. Streamlined evaluation questions:• Ground-breaking• Ambition• Feasibility

A lump sum contribution for the entirety of the project defined upfront
Payment based on completion of activities and not on successful outcome
Additional funding and portability available

New Panel – SH8 – Studies of Cultures and Arts 
Reorganization LS3 (Cell Biology, Development, Stem Cells and Regeneration) and LS5 (Neuroscience
and Disorders of the Nervous System)

No budget multiplier in StG, CoG, AdG: up to 44 proposals per panel can pass to Step 2
New score in step 1: A-score at Step 1 (StG, CoG, AdG, SyG): ‘A not invited’ – high quality proposals 
exceeding the threshold for Step 2, but not subject to resubmission restrictions



Recent changes to the evaluation of ERC research proposals



Recent changes on Research Assessment  (Horizon Europe)

WP 2022

Revision of the funding and evaluation strategy in the light of the principles of the San 
Francisco Declaration.

- Journal Impact Factor will no longer be accepted among the relevant bibliometric 
indicators that can be included as part of the publication track-record.

-Other types of achievements can be included in this list, if they are relevant to the field 
of knowledge and the proposal.

-Within the existing proposal template and respecting page limits, the candidates may 
provide a narrative description of the scientific significance of their research outputs and 
the role played in them.

ERC Working Group on Open Science

In July 2021 , the ERC endorsed the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) 

https://sfdora.org/resource/european-research-council-erc/



Recent changes on Research Assessment  (Horizon Europe)

ERC Working Group on Open Science
ERA Research Agenda 2022-2024. Action 3: Advance towards the reform of the Assessment 
System for research, researchers and institutions to improve their quality, performance and 
impact 
In early 2023 signed the Agreement on Reforming Research Assessment (CoARA)

Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment: CoARA
On the short and medium term the changes are expected to: 
• Promote qualitative judgement with peer-review, supported by responsible use of quantitative 

indicators; 
• Consider the value and impact of a diversity of research outputs; 
• Rewards the diversity of tasks of researchers, and supports team science; 
• Incentivize open collaboration and early knowledge and data sharing 

On the long term, the reform of the assessment system is expected to trigger higher quality, more 
performant and more impactful research and to contribute to more attractive research careers. It 
would better value knowledge and data sharing and open collaboration including societal 
engagement leading to increased trust in the research and innovation system and its outputs.

https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2021-11/ec_rtd_era-policy-agenda-2021.pdf
https://coara.eu/

https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2021-11/ec_rtd_era-policy-agenda-2021.pdf
https://coara.eu/


Emphasis on the evaluation of the project proposal
• Only the project is scored on a numerical scale.
• Only this score can be used to rank the list of proposals before the

panel discussion. 
• The applicant is given an overall qualitative assessment .

The evaluation should give more weight to the project than to the
applicant.

That was a practice in most ERC panels already now explicitly indicate it
in the ERC 2024 WP

Broad assessment of the applicant
• No prescriptive PI profiles
• New Template
• Narrative elements

Recent changes on Research Assessment  (Horizon Europe)

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-
02/Evaluation_of_research_proposals.pdf

21 February 2024
ERC President Maria Leptin explains the 
background and rationale to the recent 
changes in the evaluation process of ERC 
grant proposals.



ERC Advanced Grant 2024 - Structure of the proposal



The ERC full proposal = part B1 + part B2 + Part A*

Part B1 - pdf
Cover Page and 
summary (1p)

Extended Synopsis (5p)

Curriculum vitae + 
Track-record (4p)

Annexes
HI support letter
PhD certificate
Ethics and security issues
Template Eligibility Extension

Part A – online forms
A1 General Information
A2 Participants
A3 Budget*

table + description (8000c)
A4 Ethics and security
A5 Other questions

% Time commitment*
Excluded Reviewers (up to 3)

ERC Advanced Grant 2024 - Structure of the proposal
One deadline | 2 steps evaluation process

Part B2 - pdf
(14p) 

Sa: SoA & objectives

Sb: Methodology

funding ID 

Evaluated in Step 1 NOT evaluated in Step 1 
(only in Step 2)



ERC Advanced Grant 2024 - profile

ERC Advanced Grant 2024 - profile

Expected to be an active
researcher and to have a track 
record of significant research 
achievements.

Research achievements provide a 
list of up to 10 research outputs.



ERC ADG 2024 – Part B1 - CV & track record (4 pages)

A short explanation of the significance of the selected outputs,
the role of the applicant in producing each of them, and how
they demonstrate the applicant’s capacity to successfully carry
out their proposed project may be included, as well as a short
explanation of the importance of the listed examples of
significant peer recognition.

The applicant may also include relevant information on, for
example, career breaks, unusual career paths, as well as any
particularly noteworthy contributions to the research
community. These will not in themselves be evaluated but are
important to provide context to the evaluation panels when
assessing the principal investigator’s research achievements and
peer recognition in relation to their career stage.

New CV and Track Record template (4 pages) 

Personal details: education, key qualifications, current 
position(s) and relevant previous positions.

Research achievements (<=10) a list of up to 10 research 
outputs:

• demonstrating advancement in the field 
• emphasis on more recent achievements
• short narrative on significance of achievements

Peer recognition: a list of selected examples of significant 
prizes, fellowships, academy membership, etc.

Additional information: 
• career breaks, diverse career paths, life events
• other contributions to research community



• Publications (some Selected Publications)
• Research monographs / Books (w. translations)
• Funding: Projects: los pasados. Los actuales en sección Funding ID
• Outreach – Press – Media
• Patents
• Documentaries/audiovisual productions
• Archaeological campaigns
• Research Expeditions: no son field works/ larga duración/lideradas o participadas
• Industrial/Architectural Designs
• Innovation leadership: para aquellos campos que tenga una relación directa entre el 

estudio y la aplicabilidad en el mundo real
• Contributions to regulations/normatives

ERC ADG 2024 – Part B1 - CV & track record (4 pages)

Disclamer: This list was compiled by the Spanish NCPs. It is therefore not a direct source for the ERC.

Research achievements (<=10)



short narrative on achievements 

http://marcobaroni.org/composes/composes_ERC_2011_StG_PartB1.pdf

https://jorgencarling.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/carling-erc-cv-and-track-
record.pdf

Research achievements (<=10)

ERC ADG 2024 – Part B1 - CV & track record (4 pages)

http://marcobaroni.org/composes/composes_ERC_2011_StG_PartB1.pdf
https://jorgencarling.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/carling-erc-cv-and-track-record.pdf
https://jorgencarling.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/carling-erc-cv-and-track-record.pdf


http://marcobaroni.org/composes/composes_ERC_2011_StG_PartB1.pdf

https://gboleda.github.io/proposals/B1-AMORE-ERC_StG_2016-def.pdf

Research achievements (<=10)

diversity of achievements 

ERC ADG 2024 – Part B1 - CV & track record (4 pages)

http://marcobaroni.org/composes/composes_ERC_2011_StG_PartB1.pdf
https://gboleda.github.io/proposals/B1-AMORE-ERC_StG_2016-def.pdf


https://marcobaroni.org/alien/ALIEN-ERC_AdG_2020_B1.pdf

signiticance of 
achievements 

Research achievements (<=10)

ERC ADG 2024 – Part B1 - CV & track record (4 pages)

https://marcobaroni.org/alien/ALIEN-ERC_AdG_2020_B1.pdf


Support to the ERC Programme



impulsamos la participación y liderazgo de la comunidad investigadora y centros de I+D españoles en el Programa Marco de I+D+i

NCPs

•ERC
•MSCA
•Cluster 1 "Salud"
•Cluster 2 " Cultura, 
creatividad y 
sociedad inclusiva"
•L&F
•EIC

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/info/oficina-europeaLa Oficina Europea de la FECYT 

L&F

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/info/oficina-europea


Carmen Estévez
FECYT, MCIN

Técnica soporte 
a servicios ERC

Representante 
Comité de 

Programa ERC 

Jose Luis García
CIB-CSIC

Leticia Riaza
FECYT, MCIN

National Contact Points ERC
erc@fecyt.es

Estefanía Muñoz
FECYT, MCIN

Esther Guirado
Fundación Pública 
Andaluza 
Progreso y Salud

Spanish delegation ERC Programme

Árbol de servicios ERC: https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc
Boletín Oficina Europea: https://horizonteeuropa.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dcaa9e9e781a6a6831b2ace17&amp;id=232c6181ae

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc
https://horizonteeuropa.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dcaa9e9e781a6a6831b2ace17&amp;id=232c6181ae
https://horizonteeuropa.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dcaa9e9e781a6a6831b2ace17&amp;id=232c6181ae


How we can be of help with your ERC proposal

Jornadas informativas

Talleres de preparación 
propuestas 

Reading Days

Revisión propuestas

Análisis perfiles bibliométricos 
de ERC Grantees (2018-2020)

Step 1

Simulacros de entrevistas

Soporte al tramitar la 
portabilidad a una institución 
española

Europa Excelencia (AEI) para las 
ERC individuales con A sin 
financiar

Asesoramiento a demanda ciclo de vida:  propuesta y contrato

Step 2

Con colaboraciones expertas, 
fundamentalmente ERC Grantees



¡MUCHAS GRACIAS!
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