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Today’s session is 
about…

1. ERC calls at a glance, novelties 
in the ERC Work Programme 
2027. ERC StG 2027 features.

2. How ERC evaluates, Key steps 
in proposal writing.

3. Other important aspects in 
proposal preparation.



How to submit an ERC proposal?

• ADMINISTRATIVE FORM.

• BUDGET

• OTHER ASPECTS



The MUST read
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Information for Applicants
Guide for Peer Reviewers (2026, 
2027 to be published soon) 

Work Programme 2027 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/guide-for-peer-reviewers_he-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/guide-for-peer-reviewers_he-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2027/wp_horizon-erc-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2027/wp_horizon-erc-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2027/wp_horizon-erc-2027_en.pdf


Indicative Timeline STG 2027
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How to submit an ERC proposal?

• ADMINISTRATIVE FORM.

• BUDGET

• OTHER ASPECTS



One deadline | 2 steps evaluation process

The ERC full proposal  = part B1 + part B2+ Part A

Part B1 - pdf
Cover Page and summary 
(1p)

Part I of the Scientific 
Proposal (5p)

Curriculum vitae + 
Track-record (4p)

Evaluated in Step 1 NOT evaluated in Step 1 
(only in Step 2)

Annexes 
HI support letter 
Ethics and security issues
PhD certificate (StG, CoG)
Eligibility Extension Request (StG, CoG)

Part A – online forms
A1 General Information 
A2 Participants
A3 Budget: table + description (Section C. 
Resources)
A4 Ethics and security
A5 Other questions
      % Time commitment
      Excluded Reviewers (up to 3)

Starting Grant 2027 - Structure of the proposal

Part B2 - pdf

Part II of the Scientific 
Proposal (7p) 

Appendix: funding ID 



OPE

Must be connected at proposal stage…



Host Institution Eligible?

• Any type of legal entity
• Based in EU Member State or Associated Country 
• The PI does not necessarily need to be working at the Host Institution at 

the time when the proposal is submitted.
• Must host and engage the PI for the whole duration of the action
• Must guarantee the PI’s scientific independence
• Must provide research support and administrative assistance (if 

granted)
• Have the infrastructure to enable PI’s Independence
• Must not constrain the PI to the institution’s Research strategy
• Not assessed in the evaluation

CONTACT the EU Grants 
Office (OPE) 



What is needed from Host Institution?

• PIC NUMBER (9-digit EC 
registration n.)

• HI Commitment Letter

OPE



Download here Templates in .rtf
(only available once the call opens)

• Familiarise yourself with Form A, proposal templates, support guides, etc. PIC



[WP2027 p.21]
To be eligible, legal entities 
from a Member State or an 
Associated Country that are 
public bodies, research 
organisations, or higher 
education institutions 
(including private research 
organisations and private 
higher education 
institutions) must have a 
gender equality plan or an 
equivalent strategic 
document in place for the 
duration of the project. 



MIN 50% of 
working time in EU

MIN 50% of working 
time devoted to project





How to submit an ERC proposal?

• ADMINISTRATIVE FORM.

• BUDGET

• OTHER ASPECTS



What is needed from Host Institution?

• Budget preparation

OPE



Explain properly your resources and budget

By cost 
categories

Personnel Costs Purchase Costs
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This part is extracted and provided to 
peer reviewers at Step 2 evaluation 

ERCEA, 24/09/2025

https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/events/erc-grants-what-expect-2026-calls


Explain properly your resources and budget
• Budget analysis carried out in Step 2 evaluation.

• Panels have responsibility to ensure that resources requested are reasonable and well justified.

• Budget cuts need to be justified on a proposal-by-proposal basis (no across-the-board cuts).

• Costs can be cut when they have not been explained.

• Awards made on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis: no negotiations.

• Ask for funding for Open Access – this is obligatory in Horizon Europe.

• You can ask money for team members (placed in other HIs, other countries, etc.)

LEADERSHIP AMBITION

ERCEA, 24/09/2025

https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/events/erc-grants-what-expect-2026-calls


Additional funding

ERCEA, 24/09/2025

Additional funding:

•* StG; CoG; AdG: additional €1.000.000 for PIs relocating to EU/AC to take up the ERC grant

•covers further eligible costs not limited to: start-up costs, major equipment, access to large facilities, 

major experimental and fieldwork etc. 

•Personnel costs: eligible

•Explain in the resources section the need for additional funding. Request it in your proposal – no extra 

funding will be possible once the grant is awarded

https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/events/erc-grants-what-expect-2026-calls


How to submit an ERC proposal?

• ADMINISTRATIVE FORM.

• BUDGET

• OTHER ASPECTS



Collaborators

• PI is…
• Independent
• Creative
• Capable
• Expert
• Experienced
..to carry out 
the research

• Groundbreaking 
idea needs…

• Access to certain 
sites / data

• Complementary 
skills –support

• Access to top 
Research 
facilities

..to be outstandingavoid collaborative work on core tasks

LEADERSHIP AMBITION



Collaborators in practice
In the Proposal Text:

• Clearly define the collaborator's role:
Use precise language to outline their 
specific contributions.

• Emphasize complementary expertise:
Explain how the collaborator's skills 
enhance, but do not replace, your own.

• Provide context: Explain why this 
specific collaboration is crucial for the 
project's success.

• Access to Resources:
• If the collaboration is primarily for access 

to unique sites, data, or facilities, 
emphasize the logistical arrangements.

• Clarify that this access does not involve 
substantial research contributions from 
the provider.



RANGO Ó Nº PAG

Forms A. Part 4. Ethics issues table + Ethics Self-Assessment

Ethics self-assessment

How to Complete your Ethics Self-Assessment

Why care about 
ethics in your ERC 
proposal?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcpjzTiIeD0&list=PLtv6FnsXqnXAYRk6HCErwMxwML0ZKoMcy&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcpjzTiIeD0&list=PLtv6FnsXqnXAYRk6HCErwMxwML0ZKoMcy&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcpjzTiIeD0&list=PLtv6FnsXqnXAYRk6HCErwMxwML0ZKoMcy&index=6


Proporcionar una descripción narrativa de los problemas 
éticos asociados a la propuesta (en), asegurándose de cubrir 
todos los temas marcados en la tabla de cuestiones éticas.

• Descripción de los posibles problemas éticos de la acción 
propuesta con respecto a sus objetivos; la metodología y 
las posibles implicaciones de los resultados;

• Explicación de cómo se cumplirán los requisitos éticos 
establecidos en el programa de trabajo;

• Declaración sobre cómo la propuesta cumple con los 
requisitos éticos y legales nacionales de la UE y / o del 
tercer país donde se llevará a cabo la acción;

• Indicación de qué autorizaciones particulares pueden ser 
necesarias durante la vida del proyecto.

ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu

Ethics self-assessment

mailto:ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu


ethical issues 
annexes

Adjuntar cualquier autorización o permiso recabado para el trabajo 
propuesto. Se han de incluir copias (no cuentan para el límite de páginas 
de la propuesta porque se adjunta como anexos). 

Los documentos se deben presentar en un idioma oficial de la UE o el 
documento original junto con una traducción certificada en inglés o otra 
lengua oficial de la UE. 

• Por ej. Informe comité ética instituciones participantes, Formulario 
de consentimiento de voluntarios, Documentos informativos y de 
consentimiento informado para la Realización de la prueba,..

Para facilitar el análisis de las cuestiones éticas: proporcionar un 
resumen en inglés de la documentación que se adjunta cuando estos 
documentos no estén en inglés. 

Forms A. Annexes

Ethics self-assessment



ethical issues 
annexes

On Proposal Writing

• Total Authorship Responsibility: Applicants are permitted to use AI for 
brainstorming, literature searches, or language polishing, but they remain solely 
and fully responsible for the entire content of the proposal. This includes ensuring 
the accuracy of all information, avoiding AI-generated hallucinations, and strictly 
adhering to scientific integrity and anti-plagiarism standards.

On Proposal Evaluation

• The ERC strictly prohibits the use of AI for the evaluation of proposals to protect 
intellectual property, that is, external AI tools does not lead to the unauthorized 
disclosure of sensitive research data or personal information to third-party 
platforms.

USE OF AI

•Current position of the ERC Scientific Council on AI

•ERC clarifies limits on AI use in grant evaluation

https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-clarifies-limits-ai-use-grant-evaluation


Open Science
Under Horizon Europe, beneficiaries of ERC grants must ensure 
open access to all peer-reviewed scientific publications relating to 
their ERC project results.
Open access means accessible on:
▪ a trusted repository 
▪ under a CC BY (or equivalent) licence (either to the ‘author accepted manuscript’ or the 

published ‘version of record’).

For long-text publications like monographs
a CC BY-NC / ND / NC-ND licence (or equivalent) is acceptable.
The ERC Scientific Council recommends the use of the OAPEN Open Books library 
(https://oapen.org ) as repository for monographs and other books as well as book 
chapters.

• Guidelines on FAIR Data Management in Horizon 2020

• www.openaire.eu

• https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/

• https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu

Publishing Fees will be 

eligible for funding if the 

venue is fully open 

access (i.e. a full open 

access journal or book, or 

an open access publishing 

platform like, e.g., Open 
Research Europe) 

You can find the provisions 

related to Open Science on 

pages 107 – 109 of the Model 
Grant Agreement

https://oapen.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-data-mgt_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-data-mgt_en.pdf
http://www.openaire.eu/
http://www.openaire.eu/
https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=107
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=107
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=107
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=107
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=107
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=107


Gender

Sex and Gender dimension of your project

▪ Not a strict requirement in of itself, but..

▪ Integrating the gender dimension in research and innovation can make your proposal more 
competitive

▪ Proper consideration of sex and gender in research design is often evaluated as added 
excellence to the research question and methodology.

▪ Some basic questions you can ask in project design:
• Are some of your findings going to be gender specific?
• Do you justify your gender choices in the research design to peer reviewers?
• If the topic is not relevant to Sex & gender, do you explicitly acknowledge that 

consideration?
Find more tips and guidance:
In a recent ERC workshop about how ERC-style excellence in different 
domains can be interrelated with the Sex and Gender Dimension.

https://erc.europa.eu/event/sex-and-gender-dimension-frontier-research


ÚLTIMOS READING DAY..

29

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc-
proposal-reading-days-2026

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalo
go-propuestas-reading-days 

Sedes previstas y fechas próximas:
•Instituto de Investigaciones Biomédicas August Pi i 
Sunyer (IDIBAPS) - Universitat de Barcelona – 7 de 
septiembre
•Centro de Estudios Monetarios y Financieros (CEMFI) - 
Madrid, 10 de septiembre
•Axencia Galega de Innovación - Santiago de 
Compostela, 15 de septiembre

Calendario de los Días FECYT
•7 de septiembre (SESIÓN CANCELADA)
•5 de octubre (Registro disponible el 7 de septiembre)
•2 de noviembre
•14 de diciembre

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/catalogo-propuestas-reading-days


Información útil de cada esquema del ERC..

30



Must Know:

• Application forms.

• ERC Work Programme 2027   

• Information for applicants document

• Timeframe Starting Grant 2027 evaluation | ERC (europa.eu) 

• The Online Manual is your guide on the procedures from proposal submission to 
managing your grant.

• Check the recent announcements Changes to the 2026 and 2027 Work 
Programmes|ERC

• Subscribe to the ERC news updates to be kept informed on ERC calls and more: 
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc (scroll down the page to enter your e-mail address)

• Subscribe to Spanish ERC NCPs newsletter

• Contact the NCPs erc@fecyt.es to ask all your questions well ahead of submission 
deadline.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-erc-stg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-erc-stg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-erc-adg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2027/wp_horizon-erc-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2027/wp_horizon-erc-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/timeframe-starting-grant-2027-evaluation
https://erc.europa.eu/timeframe-starting-grant-2027-evaluation
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/OM/Online+Manual
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/changes-2026-and-2027-work-programmes
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/changes-2026-and-2027-work-programmes
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc
https://horizonteeuropa.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dcaa9e9e781a6a6831b2ace17&amp;id=232c6181ae
mailto:erc@fecyt.es


Representante
Comité de Programa 

ERC 

Técnica soporte a 
servicios ERC

National Contact Points ERC

erc@fecyt.es

Delegación española del programa ERC

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc

Expertos/as en el Comité de Programa del ERC
• Jose Luis García (CSIC)
• Cristina Espa (AEI)
• Mª Pilar Gayán Sanz (Gobierno de Aragón)

Julio Marchamalo
FECYT, MCIU,ISCIII

Gonzalo Arévalo
AEI

Carmen Estévez
FECYT, MICIU

Leticia Riaza
FECYT, MCIU

Ana Martínez
Univ. Alicante
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Gracias

Leticia Riaza Gambero

Ana Martínez Vicente

Julio Marchamalo Amado

erc@fecyt.es

mailto:erc@fecyt.es


Gracias
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