
Programa ERC: 
Convocatoria 
Advanced Grant 2026 
Leticia Riaza - Fecyt
Julio Marchamalo – Fecyt
Ana Martínez - Universidad de Alicante

NCPs ERC SPAIN

Webinar Advanced Grant 2026
12 de Junio de 2026



Housekeeping 
rules

1. Microphones will remain off 
until the end of 
presentations

2. You can use the Q&A 
section to ask questions

3. We will answer questions at 
the end



Summary

1. ERC calls at a glance
2. Key updates in the ERC 

Work Programmes 2026  
(and 2027)

3. How ERC evaluates
4. Key documents



ERC calls “at a glance” 



At a glance… European Research Council
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• Pillar I of Horizon Europe: Excellent Science

• Open to researchers from all over the world

• Long-term individual projects

• No thematic priorities

• Frontier research in any scientific field

• Sole evaluation criterion: scientific 
excellence of the research proposal and the 
Principal Investigator, not high risk-high gain 
*

• Evaluation by internationally renowned 
scientists

• Offers researchers: independence, 
recognition, and visibility

*Changes in evaluation WP2024

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-02/Evaluation_of_research_proposals.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-02/Evaluation_of_research_proposals.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-02/Evaluation_of_research_proposals.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-02/Evaluation_of_research_proposals.pdf
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ERC grant schemes

Starting Grants 
Researchers (0-10 years after PhD) 

up to €1.5 million for 5 years

Consolidator Grants
Researchers (5-15 years after PhD)

up to €2 million for 5 years

Advanced Grants 
Researchers with track-record of significant 

research achievements up to €2.5 million for 5 years

Synergy Grants
2-4 Principal investigators 

up to €10 million for 6 years
1 PI can be based outside
EU/Associated Countries

Proof of Concept 
bridging gap between research 

- earliest stage of marketable innovation 
lump sum €150 000 for ERC grantees 

Plus Grants
Principal investigators at all career stages with a 

vision for transformative research
up to €7 million over 4-7 years

WP 2027

WP 2026
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Key updates: Work 
Programmes 2026  (and 
2027)



Calendario de Convocatorias WP 2026

Annual periodicity 
by call with a 
similar closing 
calendar
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ERC Work Programmes 2025/2026/2027
Call Calendar, how it works?



Novelties WP 2026 – New Proposal Structure
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• New Proposal Structure:

Scientific Proposal Part I (<= five pages)

Scientific Proposal Part II (<= seven pages/ten for Synergy Grant)

• CV and Track Record (<= four pages)

• Resources and Time Commitment: up to two pages (>two pages for 
Synergy Grant)

• Annex of Running Grants/Grant Applications in Progress (does not 
count toward page limit)



One deadline | 2 steps evaluation process

The ERC full proposal  = part B1 + part B2+ Part A

Part B1 - pdf
Cover Page and summary 
(1p)

Part I of the Scientific 
Proposal (5p)

Curriculum vitae + 
Track-record (4p)

Evaluated in Step 1
(In ERC Plus +SoV)

Annexes 
HI support letter 
Ethics and security issues
PhD certificate (StG, CoG)
Eligibility Extension Request (StG, CoG)

Part A – online forms
A1 General Information 
A2 Participants
A3 Budget: table + description (Section C. 
Resources)
A4 Ethics and security
A5 Other questions
      % Time commitment
      Excluded Reviewers (up to 3)

Structure of the proposal (StG, CoG and AdG)

NOT evaluated in Step 
1 (only in Step 2)

Part B2 - pdf
Part II of the Scientific 
Proposal (7p) 

Appendix: funding ID 



ERC  Novelties WP 2027-onwards

Max 1 StG & 1 
CoG per 
researcher

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08LtPWbbjmo 

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/el-consejo-europeo-de-investigacion-erc-anuncia-cambios-significativos-en-sus-programas-de-trabajo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08LtPWbbjmo


WP2027: recent updates and key messages

NOVELTIES WP2027

16 April 2026
Applications surge

→ pressure on evaluation 
system
→ strict resubmission 
restrictions proposed

29 April 2026
After community feedback

→ restrictions reversed
→ rules remain unchanged

Looking ahead

Still under discussion
→ need for sustainable 
evaluation system
→ new measures likely

Restrictions were softened, but pressure remains … further changes are likely
Timing matters more than ever



» PI Minimum Percentage of Working Time to be Spent on the ERC 
Project: Min. 30% (AdG + SyG)

» Minimum Percentage of PI Working Time to be Spent in an EU Member 
State or Associated Country: 50% of PI working time in an EU Member State 
or Associated Country

WP 2026 eligibility and restrictions



WP 2026 eligibility and restrictions
Grant Holding Limitations A researcher can participate as a Principal Investigator (PI) 
in only one ERC main frontier research grant at any given time.

Eligibility from Previous Success Applicants selected for funding under WP 
2024/2025 cannot apply for WP 2026. Actual Grantees cannot submit proposals in 
WP 2026 unless their current project ends in less than two years following the call 
deadline.

Panel Service Restrictions PIs serving as panel members for WP 2024 or 2026 cannot 
apply to the same grant type in WP 2026. Advanced Grant panelists are also barred 
from the ERC Plus call.

Submission Rule Multiple proposals may be submitted to different main frontier calls 
within the same Work Programme, but only the first eligible proposal will be 
evaluated.



WP 2026 eligibility and restrictions



» One proposal at a time: Applicants may have only one 
proposal under evaluation at any given time (except Proof of 
Concept).

» Starting & Consolidator limits: No applicant may hold a 
Starting or Consolidator Grant more than once.

» Restriction for Synergy 2027: Applicants with eligible 
Advanced or Plus Grant 2026 proposals may not apply to 
Synergy Grant 2027.

WP2027 New application restrictions

NEW

NEW

NEW



New resubmission restrictions (updated 02/06/2026)



How ERC evaluates
• Understanding the panel logic



Excellence
is the sole evaluation criterion

Excellence of the Research Project
• Ground breaking nature 
• Ambition

Excellence of the Principal Investigator
• Intellectual capacity
• Creativity

Evaluation: Principle

│ 21



For individuals calls: a single submission but a two-step evaluation

STEP 1 STEP 2

Remote assessment by Panel members 
see ONLY Part B1

(Part I, CV and Track record)

Remote assessment by Panel members 
and Remote Reviewers of complete research 

proposals
(Part I + II)

Panel meeting

Proposal Not Retained
(scores ‘A-not invited’ or 

‘B’ or ’C’)

44 Proposals Retained
For Step 2 (Score ‘A’)

Panel meeting
+ interview StG, CoG, AdG and SyG

Ranked list of proposal

Feedback to applicants

Evaluation process (StG, CoG and AdG)
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Proposal not
fundable
(Score B)

Proposal fundable (score 
A)

- A funded (within available
budget)

- A non-funded (outside
available budget)



28 panels divided into 3 domains. Each panel covers a number of research topics, detailed with their 
descriptors.

Evaluation panels
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Physical Sciences 
and Engineering 

(PE)
11 paneles

Life Sciences (LS) 
9 paneles

Social Sciences 
and Humanities 

(SH)
8 paneles

When you submit, you need to indicate:
Primary ERC Review Panel : which will in principle evaluate the proposal
Secondary ERC Review Panel: if applicable

Please select, if applicable, the ERC keyword(s) that best characterise the subject of your proposal in order of priority.
ERC Keyword 1: As first keyword, choose one which is linked to the Primary Review Panel.
ERC Keyword 2-4: if applicable, from any panel
Free keywords: FREE text, they guide (but do not determine) the allocation of proposals to reviewers

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2023-03/ERC_panel_structure_2024_calls.pdf


Physical Sciences & Engineering
 PE1 Mathematics
 PE2 Fundamental Constituents of Matter
 PE3 Condensed Matter Physics
 PE4 Physical and Analytical Chemical Sciences
 PE5 Synthetic Chemistry and Materials 
 PE6 Computer Science and Informatics
 PE7 Systems and Communication Engineering
 PE8 Products and Processes Engineering
 PE9 Universe Sciences
 PE10 Earth System Science
 PE11 Materials Engineering

PE7 Systems and Communication Engineering 

Electrical, electronic, communication, optical and systems engineering 

PE7_1 Control engineering 
PE7_2 Electrical engineering: power components and/or systems 

PE7_3 Simulation engineering and modelling 

PE7_4 (Micro- and nano-) systems engineering 

PE7_5 (Micro- and nano-) electronic, optoelectronic and photonic components 

PE7_6 Communication systems, wireless technology, high-frequency technology 

PE7_7 Signal processing 

PE7_8 Networks, e.g. communication networks and nodes, Internet of Things, 

sensor networks, networks of robots 

PE7_9 Man-machine interfaces 

PE7_10 Robotics 

PE7_11 Components and systems for applications (in e.g. medicine, biology, 

environment) 

PE7_12 Electrical energy production, distribution, applications 

Evaluation: Panel Structure



Life Sciences
 LS1 Molecules of Life: Biological Mechanisms, 

Structures and Functions
 LS2 Integrative Biology: From Genes and 

Genomes to Systems 
 LS3 Cell Biology, Development, Stem Cells and 

Regeneration 
 LS4 Physiology in Health, Disease and Ageing
 LS5 Neuroscience and Disorders of the Nervous 

System
 LS6 Immunity, Infection and Immunotherapy
 LS7 Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of 

Human Diseases
 LS8 Environmental Biology, Ecology and 

Evolution
 LS9 Biotechnology and Biosystems Engineering
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LS6 Immunity, Infection and Immunotherapy
The immune system, related disorders and their mechanisms, biology of 
infectious agents and infection, biological basis of prevention and 
treatment of infectious diseases, innovative immunological tools and 
approaches, including therapies

LS6_1 Innate immunity

LS6_2 Adaptive immunity

LS6_3 Regulation of the immune response

LS6_4 Immune-related diseases

LS6_5 Biology of pathogens (e.g. bacteria, viruses, parasites, fungi)

LS6_6 Infectious diseases

LS6_7 Mechanisms of infection

LS6_8 Biological basis of prevention and treatment of infection

LS6_9 Antimicrobials, antimicrobial resistance

LS6_10 Vaccine development

LS6_11 Innovative immunological tools and approaches, including therapies

Evaluation: Panel Structure



Social Sciences and Humanities
 SH1 Individuals, Markets and Organisations 
 SH2 Institutions, Governance and Legal Systems
 SH3 The Social World and Its Diversity
 SH4 The Human Mind and Its Complexity
 SH5 Cultures and Cultural Production
 SH6 The Study of the Human Past
 SH7 Human Mobility, Environment, and Space
 SH8 Studies of Cultures and Arts

SH8 Studies of Cultures and Arts

Social anthropology, studies of cultures, studies of arts

SH8_1 Kinship; diversity and identities, gender, interethnic relations

SH8_2 Religious studies, ritual; symbolic representation

SH8_3 Cultural studies and theory, cultural identities and memories, cultural 

heritage

SH8_4 Museums, exhibitions, conservation and restoration

SH8_5 History of art and of architecture

SH5_6 Architecture, design, craft, creative industries

SH8_7 Music and musicology; history of music

SH8_8 Visual and performing arts, screen, arts-based research

SH8_9 Digital approaches to anthropology, cultural studies and art

Evaluation: Panel Structure
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Evaluation - Panel Structure – Examples

AI-driven modelling of climate-
driven ecosystem shifts in marine 

environments

Primary Panel: LS8 –
Environmental Biology, Ecology 
and Evolution

Secondary Panel: PE6 –
Computer Science and 
Informatics

• LS8_5 – Environmental change, 
climate change

• LS8_4 – Population dynamics
• PE6_9 – Machine learning
• LS8_15 – Theoretical modelling
Free keywords: marine 

ecosystems, climate change, AI 
modelling, biodiversity

Dynamics of political polarisation 
and public discourse in European 

democracies

Primary Panel: SH2 –
Institutions, Governance and 
Legal System

• SH2_1 – Political systems, 
governance

• SH2_9 – Digital approaches to 
political science

• SH3_10 – Communication, 
networks, media

• SH3_11 – Digital social research
Free keywords: political

discourse, polarisation, social 
media, public opinion

Advanced catalytic materials for 
efficient hydrogen production 

under mild conditions

Primary Panel: PE5 – Synthetic 
Chemistry and Materials

• PE5_6 – New materials (hybrids, 
nanoparticles)

• PE5_13 – Homogeneous 
catalysis

• PE4_12 – Chemical reactions: 
mechanisms, kinetics

• PE8_6 – Energy processes 
engineering

Free keywords:
hydrogen production, catalysis, 
energy, sustainable chemistry



Evaluation: Panel Structure



Evaluation: Panel Structure

Panel Members | ERC 

Database of all 
funded projects by 
year and 
threshold/call (and 
much more)

https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics


Key documents



ERC webpage

31
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage 

https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtv6FnsXqnXAYRk6HCErwMxwML0ZKoMcy


Work Programme 2026 
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It is established by the ERC Scientific Council and subsequently adopted by the European 
Commission (now amended with ERC Plus grant information)

WP2027 expected to 
be published by July 
2026



Documentos Esenciales
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Information for Applicants Guide for Peer Reviewers (2025, 
2026 to be published soon) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-adg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-adg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-adg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/guide-for-peer-reviewers_he-erc-adg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/guide-for-peer-reviewers_he-erc-adg_en.pdf


Gracias
erc@fecyt.es

mailto:erc@fecyt.es
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