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What is needed from Host Institution?
• PIC NUMBER (9-digit EC 

registration n.)
• Commitment Letter
• Budget revision, GEP, admins. 

etc. 



• Familiarise yourself with Form A, proposal templates, support guides, 
etc. PIC Number.



• Familiarise yourself with Form A, proposal templates, support guides, 
etc. PIC Number.



• Familiarise yourself with Form A, proposal templates, support guides, 
etc. PIC Number

• “Reference Documents” Section at the Funding and tenders portal.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-erc-adg_en.pdf


• Familiarise yourself with Form A, proposal templates, support guides, 
etc. PIC Number

• “Reference Documents” Section at the Funding and tenders portal.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-erc-adg_en.pdf


[WP2025 p.29]
To be eligible, legal entities 
from a Member State or an 
Associated Country that are 
public bodies, research 
organisations, or higher 
education institutions 
(including private research 
organisations and private 
higher education 
institutions) must have a 
gender equality plan or an 
equivalent strategic 
document in place for the 
duration of the project. 



Time commitments will be
monitored, and in cases where the
actual commitment is below the
minimum levels set out in this Work
Programme, or the levels indicated in
the grant agreement, appropriate
measures may be taken, up to and
including grant reduction, suspension
or termination in accordance with
the grant agreement.



N.A.

N.A.

MIN 50% of 
working time in EU

MIN 30% of working 
time devoted to project
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RANGO Ó Nº PAG

Forms A. Part 4. Ethics issues table + Ethics Self-Assessment

Ethics self-assessment



ethical issues 
annexes

Adjuntar cualquier autorización o permiso recabado para el trabajo 
propuesto. Se han de incluir copias (no cuentan para el límite de páginas de 
la propuesta porque se adjunta como anexos). 

Los documentos se deben presentar en un idioma oficial de la UE o el 
documento original junto con una traducción certificada en inglés o otra 
lengua oficial de la UE. 

• Por ej. Informe comité ética instituciones participantes, Formulario de 
consentimiento de voluntarios, Documentos informativos y de 
consentimiento informado para la Realización de la prueba,..

Para facilitar el análisis de las cuestiones éticas: proporcionar un resumen en 
inglés de la documentación que se adjunta cuando estos documentos no 
estén en inglés. 

Forms A. Annexes

Ethics self-assessment



Proporcionar una descripción narrativa de los problemas éticos 
asociados a la propuesta (en), asegurándose de cubrir todos los 
temas marcados en la tabla de cuestiones éticas.

• Descripción de los posibles problemas éticos de la acción 
propuesta con respecto a sus objetivos; la metodología y las 
posibles implicaciones de los resultados;

• Explicación de cómo se cumplirán los requisitos éticos 
establecidos en el programa de trabajo;

• Declaración sobre cómo la propuesta cumple con los requisitos 
éticos y legales nacionales de la UE y / o del tercer país donde 
se llevará a cabo la acción;

• Indicación de qué autorizaciones particulares pueden ser 
necesarias durante la vida del proyecto.

Part B2

Ethics self-assessment
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ERC Lump Sum Funding - Simplifications

││ 23

▪ Major reduction of administrative burden:

• Removes all obligations on costs reporting (incl. personnel costs)

• No more time-sheets or other document supporting actual cots incurred

• No more financial audits

▪ Budget is assessed during evaluation 

▪ Proposals include a budget based on estimated costs related to activities 

▪ EU contribution paid on basis of activities completion. Not linked to

successful outcome

▪ Right for grant portability remains for PrincipaI Investigators



Proposal Submission - Budget
Budget must only include costs estimates that are:

→ Eligible (same eligibility conditions as in actual cost model) 

→ reasonable, non-excessive costs

→ in line with the beneficiaries’ normal practices (Declaration 10)

‘For Lump Sum Grants with a detailed budget table: We understand and accept that the EU lump sum grants must be reliable

proxies for the actual costs of a project and confirm that the detailed budget for the proposal has been established in accordance

with our usual cost accounting practices and in compliance with the basic eligibility conditions for EU actual cost grants (see AGA

- Annotated Grant Agreement, art 6) and exclude costs that are ineligible under the Programme. Purchases and subcontracting

costs must be done taking into account best value for money and must be free of conflict of interest.‘ This tick box in mandatory

for all lump sum calls of the European Commission family.

✓ 1 single lump sum contribution for the entirety of the project (broken down by beneficiary only – NOT per work package)

│ 24



│ 25

Changes to the Submission Forms - Budget Table

All other cost 
categories 

remain the same

Person months

Average monthly costs 
(automatic calculation)

New cost fields for AdG 2024



│ 26

Changes to the Submission Forms - Equipment 
Depreciation Table (new Annex) 

▪ Excel template will be a mandatory attachment to be uploaded at submission 

▪ Guidance to be provided to list items for which several units may be requested (i.e., centrifuges, laptops)

▪ Guidance to be provided on how to encode fully capitalized costs items



│ 27

Changes to the Submission Forms - Narrative Section
(new Structure)

▪ Single box split in 6 sub-
sections (text boxes) to 
provide a more 
structured format for PIs 
to justify 

▪ Overall character limit to 
justify resources 
extended from 8.000 to 
10.000 character



Proposal Evaluation – Evaluation of resources & costs 
requested by applicants

• Budget is assessed during evaluation: resources needed for the project & plausibility of cost 
estimates.

│ 28

ERC Dashboard will be made available for 

applicants and panel members

In line with RTD dashboard, except:

Based on ERC historical data - actual personnel 

costs paid since 2018 (to be updated for each 

Advanced Grant call)

Displayed by country and staff category



ERC Lump Sum funding – Reporting/Payment

➢80% pre-financing to ensure cash-flow

➢1 scientific mid-term report to assess progress and deviations

➢1 single payment at the end of the project

││ 29

0

80% pre-
financing

60

Scientific
Mid-term

Final (scientific & linked 
final payment)

✓Once the Lump Sum contribution is established, costs actually incurred are not relevant (budget table (not

included in the grant agreement) - full flexibility (transfer between costs categories)



ERC Lump Sum funding – Reporting/Payment

Lump sum fully paid when all the work has been carried out, and also if

││ 30

All essential 
tasks completed, 

and/or

Equivalent tasks 
have been 

carried out, 
and/or 

Deviations have 
been duly 
justified. 

Lump sum paid partially in line with the degree of completion (contradictory procedure) at the end of the 
project

Only proper implementation (not on costs) & compliance with non-financial obligations (e.g. ethics,
procurement procedures, PI time commitments)

Record keeping: Technical documents, Publications, prototypes, deliverables, Documentation required by good
research practices (e.g. lab books), Document proving implementation in line with DoA
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Research Team 

• The PI leads the project (there are no other PIs forming a consortium or adding up to the evaluation of the individual 

profile).

• The PI selects the team members who will participate in this ERC project.

Team members: Researchers at any level: PhD students, postdocs, technical staff, professional staff (senior 

staff),...

Required roles are defined at proposal level.

At proposal level, team members must be assigned to specific tasks/objectives of the project. Their 

involvement must be necessary.

Beware of putting together a team of PhD students if you do not have experience in team management/supervision.

Principal
Investigator

Principal Investigator

+ Research Team

with Experts / workshops

Principal Investigator

+ Research Team



Collaborators

• PI is…
• Independent
• Creative
• Capable
• Expert
• Experienced
..to carry out 
the research

• Groundbreaking 
idea needs…

• Access to certain 
sites / data

• Complementary 
skills –support

• Access to top 
Research 
facilities

..to be outstanding

avoid collaborative work on core tasks

LEADERSHIP AMBITION



Collaborators (II)
• Define Clear Roles:

• Precisely describe the collaborator's specific tasks and contributions.

• Differentiate your role from theirs, ensuring your leadership remains 
evident.

• Avoid any impression that the collaborator is responsible for significant 
portions of the core research.

• Transparency and Specificity:
• Identify collaborators by name and institution.

• Provide a brief description of their relevant expertise.

• Be transparent about the nature and extent of the collaboration.



Collaborators in practice
In the Proposal Text:

• Clearly define the collaborator's role:
Use precise language to outline their 
specific contributions.

• Emphasize complementary expertise:
Explain how the collaborator's skills 
enhance, but do not replace, your own.

• Provide context: Explain why this 
specific collaboration is crucial for the 
project's success.

• Access to Resources:
• If the collaboration is primarily for access 

to unique sites, data, or facilities, 
emphasize the logistical arrangements.

• Clarify that this access does not involve 
substantial research contributions from 
the provider.



Collaborators in the budget

• If the collaborator requires funding, consult with your institution’s Grants Office to 
ensure proper budget allocation:

• Subcontracting

• Other Costs

• Beneficiary

• …

• Be prepared to justify any budget requests related to collaborations. 

It is very important to make sure that any collaborator 
that is mentioned, has agreed to the collaboration. 

Having written consent is very important.
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Julio Marchamalo
FECYT, MCIU,ISCIII

Representante 
Comité de Programa 

ERC 

Jose Luis García
CIB-CSIC

Carmen Estévez
FECYT, MICIU

Técnica soporte a 
servicios ERC

Leticia Riaza
FECYT, MCIU,ISCIII

National Contact Points ERC

erc@fecyt.es

Ana Martínez
Univ. Alicante

Delegación española del programa ERC



Asesoramiento a demanda ciclo de vida:  propuesta y contrato

Step 1

Simulacros de entrevistas

Soporte al tramitar la portabilidad a una 
institución española

Europa Excelencia (AEI) para las ERC 
individuales con A sin financiación

Step 2

Jornadas informativas

Talleres de preparación propuestas 

Reading Days

Revisión propuestas

Análisis perfiles bibliométricos de ERC 
Grantees (2018-2020)

Con colaboraciones expertas, 
fundamentalmente ERC GranteesHow we can help you?

Horizonte Europa > Ciencia Excelente >ERC > Enlaces de interés

Árbol de servicios de apoyo al programa

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc


Subscribe to our newsletter

Database of all funded projects 
by year and threshold/call (and 
much more)

Panel Members | ERC - European Union

https://horizonteeuropa.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dcaa9e9e781a6a6831b2ace17&amp;id=232c6181ae
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/panel-members?IPGWtPdOmn=&page=85


Gracias
erc@fecyt.es

@HorizonteEuropa

mailto:erc@fecyt.es
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