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Horizon Europe (2021-2027)

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/202859
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At a glance • Pilar I de Horizonte Eurpa: Ciencia Excelente.

• Abierto a investigadores/as de todo el mundo

• Proyectos individuales de larga duración

• Sin prioridades temáticas

• Investigación de frontera, “alto riesgo/alto
beneficio” en cualquier campo científico

• Unico criterio de evaluación: excelencia científica
de la propuesta de investigación y del investigador
principal

• Evaluación por científicos de alto prestigio
internacional

• Ofrece al personal investigador: Independencia,
reconocimiento y visibilidad



Mission
The ERC's mission is to encourage the highest quality research in Europe through competitive funding

and to support investigator-driven frontier research across all fields, based on Scientific excellence.

Research evaluation is therefore at the heart of its operations.
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Estructura y Gobernanza

SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL

• Elaborar y dirigir la estrategia científica y de financiación 

del ERC (WP), supervisando la gestión operativa y 

evaluando los resultados.

• Además, establece una estrategia de comunicación para 

asegurar la transparencia y la divulgación de actividades 

y logros del ERC.

ERC EXECUTIVE AGENCY - ERCEA

• Ejecuta el WP, pone en marcha las convocatorias, da 

información y apoyo a los solicitantes

• Organizar la evaluación, establecer y gestiona los 

acuerdos de subvención, prestar asistencia al ScC del 

ERC.

• Provides financing through the EU framework programmes
• Guarantees autonomy of the ERC
• Assures the integrity and accountability of the ERC
• Adopts annual work programmes as established by 

the Scientific Council



ERC President & Scientific Council

https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-president-scientific-council





Starting Grant
Up to €1.5 million + up to €1 million

Duration: up to 5 years
2-7 years of experience after PhD

Consolidator Grant
Up to €2 million + up to €1 million 

Duration: up to 5 years
7-12 years of experience after PhD

Advanced Grant
Up to €2.5 million + up to €1 million 

Duration: up to 5 years
An excellent scientific track record of recognized 

achievements in the last 10 years 

ERC main grant schemes

Synergy grant
Size of the grant: €10 million + up to €4 million 

Duration: up to 6 years
2 to 4 researchers and their research groups 

(one researcher can be based outside EU/AC)

Proof of Concept
Size of the grant: €150 000 
Duration: up to 18 months

Demonstrate that the idea funded by the original 
ERC grant has innovation potential 

and significant economic or societal benefits



Calendario de convocatorias

• Call identifier: ERC-2025-AdG

• Call opens: 22 May 2025

• Call deadline: 28 August 2025

• Budget million EUR (estimated number of Grants): 683 (276)

• Planned dates to inform applicants: 30-01-2026; 12-06-2026

• Indicative date for signature of grant: 17 November 2026
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Work Programme 2025 

ERC Work 
Programme 2026
To be adopted 
July 2025?

It is established by the ERC Scientific Council and subsequently adopted by the European Commission.
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Documentos Esenciales

Information for Applicants

• IfA to StG and CoG
• IfA to AdG
• IfA to SyG
• IfA to PoC

Guide for Peer Reviewers 

• GfPR StG & CoG 
calls

• GfPR  AdG call
• GfPR SyG call
• GfPR PoC call
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Amendment applies to Advanced Grant 2025 call only and allows for:

▪ Additional funding of up to EUR 2 million for applicants re-locating to the EU or an Associated

Country from elsewhere to take up their grant:

▪ this funding can be used for any of the existing eligible cost categories (e.g. start-up costs,

major equipment, large facilities, or fieldwork)

▪ personnel costs are no longer excluded from the above eligible cost categories (This applies to 

all proposals, no matter where the PI is based)

ERC Work Programme 2025 Amendment

To further encourage the submission of excellent proposals by Principal Investigators currently based in non-
associated third countries, the ERC has decided to double the amount of additional funding that can be awarded to
Advanced Grant applicants moving to the EU or an associated country to take up their ERC grant.
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First Steps
• Get in touch with the Host Institution

• Familiarise yourself with useful websites
• Funding & Tender Portal –  only from 22nd May 2024! Search: ERC-2025-ADG

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePart=43108406&frameworkProgramme=43108390


First Steps

• Get in touch with the Host Institution

• Familiarise yourself with useful websites
• Funding & Tender Portal –  only from 22nd May 2024!
 Search: ERC-2025-ADG
• ERC website - AdG

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePart=43108406&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/advanced-grant


First Steps

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp_horizon-erc-2025_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/guide-for-peer-reviewers_he-erc-adg_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/information-for-applicants_he-erc-adg_en.pdf


Database of all funded projects 
by year and threshold/call (and 
much more)

Panel Members | ERC - European Union

Series of videos – ERC 
Classes – for potential 
applicants

First Steps

Successful, funded and 
open ERC proposals

https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/panel-members?IPGWtPdOmn=&page=85
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtv6FnsXqnXAYRk6HCErwMxwML0ZKoMcy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtv6FnsXqnXAYRk6HCErwMxwML0ZKoMcy
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/propuestas-erc-exitosas-financiadas-y-en-abierto
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/propuestas-erc-exitosas-financiadas-y-en-abierto


ERC Evaluation panels + Panel Members
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/panel-members?wql8z67VC4



https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c140622a-87e0-412e-8b29-
9b5ddd857e13/sheet/61a0bd1d-cd6d-4ac8-8b55-80d8661e44c0/state/analysis

Proyectos ERC ya financiados

Búsqueda “pregnant” en paneles SH4 y LS7

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c140622a-87e0-412e-8b29-9b5ddd857e13/sheet/61a0bd1d-cd6d-4ac8-8b55-80d8661e44c0/state/analysis
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c140622a-87e0-412e-8b29-9b5ddd857e13/sheet/61a0bd1d-cd6d-4ac8-8b55-80d8661e44c0/state/analysis


Árbol de servicios de 
apoyo al programa Subscribe to our 

newsletter

First Steps

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/arbol-de-servicios-de-apoyo-al-programa-european-research-council-erc
https://horizonteeuropa.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dcaa9e9e781a6a6831b2ace17&amp;id=232c6181ae


Host Institution (HI)

▪ Any type of legal entity, private or public (universities, research centres, industry,… )

▪ Based in one of the EU Member States, or one of the Associated Countries.

▪ The PI does not necessarily need to be working at the Host Institution at the time when the proposal is 
submitted.

THE HI IS NOT AN EVALUATION CRITERIA, BUT A HI COMMITMENT LETTER IS NEEDED WITH THE PROPOSAL.
• Must host and engage the PI for the whole duration of the action
• Must guarantee the PI scientific independence
• Must provide research support and administrative assistance (if granted)

Signature of the Grant Agreement 
Signature of a Supplementary Agreement with the PI

Gender Equality Plan
The organization must have a Gender Equality Plan (GEP) at the time of signing the grant agreement



The Advanced Grant will be awarded as a single lump sum contribution for the entirety of the project. 
The lump sum will cover the beneficiaries' estimated costs for the project.

EU contribution and management of the grant

Up to [2,5] million euros for 5 years (60 months)
+ Additional funding up to 1M€
OR + Additional funding up to 2M€ (NEW 2025!)

An ERC grant can cover up to 100% of the total eligible direct costs of the research plus 25% contribution 
towards indirect costs.

Direct costs:
• Personnel costs (PI + research team)
• Purchases of equipment, infrastructure, or other assets (depretiation according HI rules  & capitalised 

costs)
• Consumables
• Travels, publications,…

An applicant can request to include in the GA equipment,
infrastructure, or other assets purchased specifically for
the action that may exceptionally be declared as full
capitalised costs.

2024

2023



EU contribution and management of the grant

• Host Institution rules apply.
• Flexibility: modifications are accepted by amendments to the GA
• Management of the funds by the PI
• Grants are portable



Additional funding when these are necessary to carry out the proposed work:

• "start-up" costs for PIs moving to the EU or an Associated Country from elsewhere as a
consequence of receiving the ERC grant and/or

• the purchase of major equipment and/or
• access to large facilities and/or
• other major experimental and field work costs, excluding personnel costs.

All funding requested is assessed during evaluation.

These costs are justified separately in the proposal. 

There is no definition of “equipment” or “facilities” and all requests will be evaluated by the 
peer review panel.

Additional funding +1M€ OR +2M€ (NEW WP2025!)



Additional funding - examples

LS PE SH

a) "start-up" costs for PIs 
moving to the EU or an AC 
from elsewhere as a 
consequence of receiving 
the ERC grant

• Relocation costs for key research infrastructure
• Refurbishment of lab/office space

• New equipment to set up the new lab
• Recruitment costs to hire team

b) the purchase of major 
equipment

Build a low-turbulance wind 
túnel to study flight in 
controlled conditions

Supercomputer Mobile scanning station

c) access to large facilities Access to vessels to conduct 
research in oceans

Access to a telescope facility Access to archives or 
acquisiton of images

d) other major 
experimental and field 
work costs, excluding 
personnel costs.

High amount of consumables 
to perfom experiments

Specific tasks to be 
subcontrated (builidng of 
parts for satélites)

Large-scale surveys at 
national or international level
Extended ethnographic 
fieldwork
Digitization and analysis of 
historical archives





Gracias
erc@fecyt.es

@HorizonteEuropa

mailto:erc@fecyt.es
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