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Short Description  
of the 
Organization / 
Department 

The Centre for Literacy is a research and development university centre that focuses on the 
area of literacy and other basic skills. 

Its mission is to respond productively to the increased need for literacy and other basic skills 
issues to be addressed in both professional development and research. 

Our Centre is involved in policy advice, consultancies and training for different educational and 
professional bodies, ministries, national agencies and institutions.  

We strive to improve practice and inform policy through the generation of knowledge by 
creating a strong research culture and by developing professional practice.  It is committed to 
the promotion of high quality research and its effective communication, especially in areas 
related to children's literacy and to maintaining strong partnerships with schools and the wider 
educational community. 
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Short Description 
of the Project idea  
(if foreseeable) 

A research project focusing on child-robot interaction (CRI) in learning. We are particularly 
interested in learning in family and school contexts. The project covers the following research 
themes: Verbal and multimodal interaction in CRI Affective reactions to CRI Problem-solving 
situations in CRI Learning outcomes in CRI Parent's and teacher’s role as a facilitator or as a 
mediator in CRI In this project we study human–robot interaction (HRI). We focus particularly 
on child-robot interaction (CRI) in learning, in family and school contexts. Our objective is to 
study how verbal and multimodal interaction takes place between humans and robots. We are 
interested in how children respond verbally and emotionally to robots in learning situations as 
well as what kind of problem-solving situations children have in communicating with robots. In 
learning situations, the role of the parent or teacher changes to a facilitator or a mediator in the 
communication. 
 

Related Call/Topic 
HORIZON-CL2-2021-TRANSFORMATIONS-01-05: Integration of emerging new technologies 
into education and training 
 

Contact Person 
Charles L. Mifsud 

Position in the 
Organization 

Director 

Tel 
00356 99428349 

Email 
 
charles.l.mifsud@um.edu.mt 
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