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17%
of the entire 

Horizon Europe budget

EUR 16 billion
ERC budget in Horizon Europe
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¿Qué es el ERC?
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¿Qué es el ERC?

The Scientific Council 

22 eminent researchers appointed by the EU Commission

ScC governs the ERC, and is responsible for setting the ERC's scientific strategy.

Implements the ERC strategy as set by the Scientific Council and manages ERC operations.

It is responsible for executing the annual work programme, implementing calls for proposals,

providing information and support to applicants, organising peer review evaluation, establishing

and managing grant agreements, providing assistance to the ERC Scientific Council and

communicating about the ERC.

ERCEA



Å Abierto a investigadoresde todo el mundo

Å Proyectosindividuales, innovadores, ambiciososque no 
seanincrementales

Å Sin prioridadestemáticas, en cualquiercampo de 
Investigacióncon naturalezamulti o interdisciplinar

Å Investigaciónde fronteraΣ άŀƭǘƻ riesgo/alto beneficioέ en
cualquiercampo científico

Å Únicocriterio de evaluación: excelenciacientíficade la 
propuestade investigacióny del investigadorprincipal

Å Evaluaciónpor científicosde alto prestigiointernacional

Å Ofreceal personal investigador: Independencia, 
reconocimientoy visibilidad

¿Qué es el ERC?



Esquemas de financiación

Starting Grant
¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϵмΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ҍ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ

Duration: up to 5 years
2-7 years of experience after PhD

Consolidator Grant
¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϵн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ҍ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

Duration: up to 5 years
7-12 years of experience after PhD

Advanced Grant
¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϵнΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ҍ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

Duration: up to 5 years
An excellent scientific track record of 

recognized achievements in the last 10 years 
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VExtensions eligibility 
window 

VMinimum 50% of PI 
working time in an EU 
Member Sate or 
Associated Country
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Synergy grant
{ƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘΥ ϵмл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ҍ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

Duration: up to 6 years
2 to 4 researchers and their research groups 

(one researcher can be based outside EU/AC)

Proof of Concept
{ƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘΥ ϵмрл ллл 
Duration: up to 18 months

Demonstrate that the idea funded by the original 
ERC grant has innovation potential 

and significant economic or societal benefits

Esquemas de financiación



Ejemplo Considerationof achievements over a longer period than:

ConsolidatorGrants| ERC-2023-CoG

Entre > 7 yҖ мн ŀƷƻǎ ŘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛŀ posdocantes del 01/01/2022. 

Fechas de corte: PhD awardedfrom 01/01/2011 ς31/12/2015 (incluidos).

Circumstances:

ω Maternity: 18 months extension for each child born. Longer maternities also considered.

Å Paternity: elapsedtime of paternity leavetakenuntil the calldeadlinefor eachchildborn.

Å Long-term illness,clinicalqualificationsor national service: amountof leavetakenby the PrincipalInvestigatoruntil the calldeadline

for eachincidentwhichoccurredafter the PhDaward.

Å Clinical training: extensionby the documentedamount of clinical training receivedby the PI after the award of the first eligible

degreeanduntil the calldeadline,up to a maximumof 4 years.

+ 2 new groundsfor extensionsfrom WP2023

Å seekingasylum

Å beinga victimof a naturaldisaster

ERCextensionsto the eligibilitywindow



PhDreference date

! WP2023: PhDreferencedate for the calculationof the eligibility period from the date of the actual award
accordingto the nationalrulesof the countrywherethe degreewasawardedto the date of the successfulPhD
defence.

De acuerdocon el RealDecreto 1002/ 2010, de 5 de agosto, sobre expediciónde títulos universitarios oficiales, en su
artículo3, punto 4 establecelo siguiente:

4.Lostítulos universitariosoficiales,expedidosde conformidadcon lo previsto en este real decreto,surtirán efectos
plenosdesdela fechadela completafinalizaciónde losestudioscorrespondientesa suobtención.
La fechade expedicióndel título secorrespondecon la fechade abonode las tasaspara su expedición. La legislación
españoladice, por tanto, que es la fecha de completafinalización(cumplimientodel último de los requisitos= día de
lectura),no el deexpedición,lo quehay queconsiderar.
https://www .boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2010-12621

Portanto, parael casode lostítulos de PhDexpedidosen España,no cambianada. Seseguiráconsiderandoel díade defensa
del título, comohastaahora.

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2010-12621


CalendarioWP 2023

24/01/2023
20/04/2023
21/09/2023

POC



CRITERIO DE EVALUACIÓN

Excellence
is the sole evaluation criterion

Excellence of the Research Project

Å Ground breakingnature 

Å Potential impact

Å Scientific Approach 

Excellence of the Principal Investigator

Å Intellectual capacity

Å Creativity

Å Commitment 
12

No industrial impactneeded
No needfor an EU dimension
Lessmoneysamechances



Fotode Tingey Injury Law Firm enUnsplash

La excelencia del PI se evalúa en función de 

la experiencia postdoctoral.

La experiencia del PI avala el componente 

high-risk de la propuesta.



Research Project - Ground-breaking nature, ambition and feasibility

Research Project - Ground-breaking nature, ambition 
and feasibility

ÅGround-breaking nature and potential impact of the research project (B1+B2)

Å does the proposed research address important challenges?

Å are the objectives ambitious and beyond the state of the art?

Å are there novel concepts and approaches or development between or across disciplines?

Å is the proposed research high risk-high gain?

ÅScientific Approach

Åƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜΧΦƘƛƎƘ ǊƛǎƪκƘƛƎƘ ƎŀƛƴΚ (B1)

Åare the proposed research methodology and working arrangements appropriate? (B2)

Ådoes the proposal involve the development of novel methodology? (B2)

Åare the proposed timescales, resources and PI commitment adequate? (B2)



Research Project - Ground-breaking nature, ambition and feasibility

Principal Investigator - Intellectual capacity and 
creativity

Ådemonstrated the ability to conduct ground-breaking research?

Åevidence of creative independent thinking? Only for StGand CoG

Årequired scientific expertise and capacity to successfully execute the project?

Ådemonstrated  sound leadership in the training and advancement of young 

scientists? Only for AdG



PROCESO DE EVALUACIÓN
For individuals calls: a single submission but a two stepevaluation

STEP 1 STEP 2

Remote assessment by Panel members 
see ONLYsection 1: Synopsis and CV 

(Part B1)

Remote assessment by Panel members 
and Remote Reviewers of full proposals 

(Part B1+B2)

Panel meeting

Proposal Rejected
(Scores B&C)

Proposal Retained
For step 2 (Score A)

Panel meeting
+ interview StG, CoGand AdG

Ranked list of proposal
(Scores A&B)

Feedback to applicants
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Å ! άCέ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ Step 1 as outcomeof ERC 2023 callmaypreventyou from

resubmittinguntil 2026 calls.

Å ! άBέ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ Step 1as outcomeof ERC2023 callmaypreventyou from

resubmittinguntil 2025 calls.

Å ! άCέ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ Step 1as outcomeof SynergyGrantcallmaypreventyou from

resubmittingto the followingAdGand SyGcall

Å Restriction related to PIs holding an ongoing grant (except PoC) must end 

within 2 years after the call deadline

Å Restrictions for PIs who served as panel members under previous calls apply. 

Applicants may also be subject to restrictions on submitting proposals to future ERC calls 

based on the outcome of the evaluation. Applicants will need to check the restrictions in 

place for each call 

Restrictionson submission of proposals 

Step 1
restrictions

Score C:  2 years
Score B: 1 Year

Step  2 
NO restrictions

Score B
Score A
Reserve list
Main list



Evaluation: Panel Structure
(2021-2023)

ƅ18

27panels(11PE,9 LS,7 SH)
Eachpanelcoversa givenbreathof researchtopics,further detailedwith its descriptors

15ҍ20subfields/descriptorsper panel

When you submit, you need to indicate:

Å Primary ERC Review Panel : which will in principle evaluate the proposal
Å Secondary ERC Review Panel: if applicable

ERC Keyword 1: must be linked to the Primary Review Panel.
ERC Keyword 2-4: if applicable, from any panel

Free keywords: FREE text, they guide (but do not determine) the allocation of proposals to 
reviewers



Physical Sciences & Engineering

Á PE1 Mathematics

Á PE2 Fundamental Constituents of Matter

Á PE3 Condensed Matter Physics

Á PE4 Physical and Analytical Chemical Sciences

Á PE5 Synthetic Chemistry and Materials 

Á PE6 Computer Science and Informatics

Á PE7 Systems and Communication Engineering

Á PE8 Products and Processes Engineering

Á PE9 Universe Sciences

Á PE10 Earth System Science

Á PE11 Materials Engineering

Life Sciences

Á LS1 Molecules of Life: Biological Mechanisms, 

Structures and Functions

Á LS2 Integrative Biology: From Genes and Genomes to 

Systems 

Á LS3 Cellular, Developmental and Regenerative 

Biology

Á LS4 Physiology in Health, Disease and Ageing

Á LS5 Neuroscience and Disorders of the Nervous 

System

Á LS6 Immunity, Infection and Immunotherapy

Á LS7 Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of Human 

Diseases

Á LS8 Environmental Biology, Ecology and Evolution

Á LS9 Biotechnology and Biosystems Engineering

Social Sciences and Humanities

Á SH1 Individuals, Markets and Organisations 

Á SH2 Institutions, Governance and Legal Systems

Á SH3 The Social World and Its Diversity

Á SH4 The Human Mind and Its Complexity

Á SH5 Cultures and Cultural Production

Á SH6 The Study of the Human Past

Á SH7 Human Mobility, Environment, and Space

Evaluation: Panel Structure
(2021-2023)

ƅ19



How to 
choose 
submission 
panel?

You are presenting a proposal involving (potentially) an 
important scientific advance

In which field?

Which panel is covering 
that field?

This is the panel which will have the 
evaluators best suited to appreciate the 
work you propose

Which descriptor(s) best 
cover it?

Note that the panel should correspond 
to the first descriptor (or vice-versa)

Do not indicate a secondary panel or descriptors for: an 
instrument or technique used (and not developed) 

Choose descriptors significant to the advances your 
proposal will bring



The interview
Presentation (3-10 min.) + Question (15 min) = Total 30min
Panel members: Top Science Experts , but possibly no expert in your field 
Reports from Top Science Experts in your field
Consensus must be reached

Challenges:
Present your project to general audience 
Answer technical questions from experts 
Answer broad questions from non-experts 
Remote format

Panel Chair

Panel membersinvolved

Lead reviewer

Otherpanel members

Raporter

Externalexperts 

PI



ERCGuides ς3 essential documents 

Informationfor ApplicantsERC WorkProgramme

1 / callscalendar Å IfA to StG& CoG
calls

Å IfA to AdGcall
Å IfA to SyGcall
Å IfA to PoCcall

Guide for Peer Reviewers

Å GfPRStG& CoG
calls

Å GfPRAdGcall
Å GfPRSyGcall
Å GfPRPoCcall

2023

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023/wp_horizon-erc-2023_en.pdf
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Propuesta Presupuesto

Equipo 
investigador

Institución 
de acogida



B1
Extended Synopsis
5 pags

B2
Scientificproposal
14 pags

TheERC full proposal = B1 + B2 + PartA*

PartB1 ςdocumento pdf
Å CoverPage and summary
Å Extended Synopsis(5pags)
Å Curriculumvitae (2pags)
Å Track-record (2p)

PartB2 ςdocumento pdf (14pags)
Å SoA& objectives
Å Methodology

Annexes
Å HI supportletter
Å PhD certificate
Å Ethicsissuesand security
Å Eligibilitywindow

Parte A ςFormularios online
A1 General Information
A2 Participants(GEP)
A3 Budget *: table + description
(8.000c)
A4 Ethicsand security
A5 Other questions

% Time commitment*
Exclusión hasta 3 evaluadores

ERC 2023 Proposalςindividual Schemes
Onedeadline| 2 stepsevaluationprocess


